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ABSTRACT 
In the digital age there is an explosion of content from a wide array of sources, much of which is 
now born digital, and an even great explosion of digital distribution channels. At the same time 
much of our historical work (motion pictures and television) is being transformed to digital, either 
to meet the need of the many new ways we have monetize content, or simply to rescue content 
from degrading media.  
As the volume of digital information continues to grow, we are faced with a paradox. We can read 
and interpret the Dead Sea scrolls written almost 2000 years ago, but we cannot do the same 
with data generated 20 years ago on a 5.25 inch floppy disk. Ironically, as the world becomes 
digital, we may be entering a digital "Dark Ages" in which business, public, and personal assets 
are in ever greater danger of being lost. But, on the other hand, there is an increased need for 
long-lived digital information. 
This presentation will review trends in storage technologies, strategies, and costs, and how this 
relates to digital preservation of media assets. We’ll discuss some of the challenges of digital 
preservation, the life cycle of media content and approaches to meeting future needs.   
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